It has been said, indeed it is stated in some surgical works, that if the accident be recent, the reduction is easily enough man- aged, and that it is only in cases where the bones have been displaced for some days that any great difficulty is experienced in effecting the reduction. I am inclined to believe that both in recent and old cases, the surgeon will find it no easy matter to replace the bones.
The following case occurred to me many years ago, and the relation of it, with a brief allusion to some others published by various authors, will, I think, show the correctness of this statement :? A very delicate lady, aged about twenty, stumbled in ascending a stair, and, falling upon her hand, dislocated the first joint of the right thumb. I saw her within ten minutes after the accident. The metacarpal bone was forced downwards towards the palm, its distal extremity being felt projecting at the ball of the thumb, and the proximal end of the first phalanx was resting upon the upper surface of the metacarpal bone. The second joint was semibent, the thumb projected upwards, and could not be brought into apposition with the fore-finger. Flexion of this joint could be produced to a slight degree by another person, but with some pain. The 
